AOP 14 –
Foreign Object
Debris (FOD)

VERSION No:

1.0

Document Control
Version
1.0

Amendment Date
01/08/2020

1
1.1

Amended By
AOUS

SECTION 1 - Foreign Object Debris (FOD)

Aims and Objectives

It is the responsibility of the Airport Company to ensure the safety of aircraft, vehicles and
persons using the airside area by ensuring it is not affected by the accumulation of Foreign
Object Debris. A fundamental element of the safety effort is to ensure that all movement
surfaces remain in a clean condition and free from obstructions.

1.2

General

Foreign objects are sometimes deposited on the maneuvering area and it is essential that all
airport personnel understand the danger to flight safety that such objects represent. FOD may
be ingested into aircraft engines, causing damage leading to engine failure, which is especially
critical if it occurs in flight, particularly if it occurs during the take-off and landing phases. In
addition, damage can be caused to tyres, undercarriages, airframes and control surfaces. All
foreign objects are a threat to aircraft safety.
FOD is a general term which applies to all loose objects which are a danger to the safety and
integrity of an aircraft and which, therefore, must not be left in any area so as to constitute a
hazard. The list of FOD items most frequently found on the apron is long and principally
includes:








Catering rubbish
Baggage labels and tags
Oil cans
Tools and equipment
Aircraft parts e.g. nuts, bolts, cables, rivets, filler caps etc.
Tow bar pins
Tools e.g. spanners, screws drivers etc

The presence of FOD is due mainly to the carelessness of people and their lack of
understanding of the consequences.

1.3

Preventative Measures

It is the direct responsibility of airlines, ground handling agents, refuellers, cleaners, caterers,
engineers/contractors, other airside staff and all other users of the aerodrome to ensure that
the aerodrome is maintained in a clean and safe condition, and that all FOD is removed as
soon as it is found and placed in the appropriate FOD bins.

1.4

Use of FOD Bins

FOD bins are located around the apron and head of stand for general FOD items only, and
are not to be used for catering or hazardous waste materials.

1.5

Inspection Procedures

The maneuvering area and apron is inspected by AOU as part of their daily inspection
including:


Following an aircraft incident/accident on the manoeuvring area.



Routine FOD runs are undertaken by AOU personnel.



All airside staff shall are responsible for being vigilant and on the lookout for FOD.



Airport FOD bins shall be emptied on a weekly basis

Apron areas are inspected on a daily basis by AOU Staff and are frequently swept.
The Ground Handling Agent shall inspect the aircraft stand for any sign of FOD prior to any
aircraft arriving on stand and immediately after an aircraft has departed.
Any significant items found e.g. aircraft components, shall be passed onto the Airside
Operations Unit to try identify the component and its origin by the procedure below.
All airlines and engineering departments have submitted e-mail addresses of contacts who
would be able to assist in the identification process of suspected aircraft related FOD. A list of
these contacts can be found on the LBA Intranet system in the below location:





Home
Airside Operations Unit
Health & Safety
FOD

In the event of a piece of aircraft FOD being found please copy and paste column “F” in to the
“To” cell on a new e-mail in Outlook, attach photos of the FOD and send to the full list.
The related SIR should be updated with any positive responses.

1.6

Sweeping of the Manouvering Area

The AOU are responsible for ensuring that all movement areas are regularly swept to remove
any FOD or loose debris, which may affect the safe operation of aircraft movements.

Sweeping may be required following a routine movement area inspection and following
remedial works on the movement area.
Sweeping is carried out by a member of the AOU team using the following equipment:



Johnson Beam Sweeper
Hand Brooms

All sweeping is recorded on the AOU daily log. And the sweeper log.

