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Sustainable Design
Objective 1 - Demonstrate exemplary   
standards of sustainable design.

Carbon Strategy
Objective 2 - Become a net-zero carbon  
airport by 2023.  

Transport
Objective 3 - Work with our staff,   
partners and passengers to reduce impacts  
from surface access.

Climate Resilience
Objective 4 - Design to minimise risks   
from a changing climate.

Environmental Protection
Objective 5 - Protect and enhance the   
local environment.

Circular Economy
Objective 6 - Apply the principles of a   
circular economy, promoting more sustainable 
patterns of consumption and production.

Health & Wellbeing
Objective 7 - Promote the health & wellbeing  
of staff and passengers.

Regional Economy
Objective 8 - Connect Yorkshire with the  
world to support a thriving regional economy.

FOREWORD

Yorkshire is at the forefront of a dynamic and growing UK and is the undisputed 
leader within the Northern Powerhouse. Leeds Bradford Airport has an important 
role to play in supporting economic growth and providing passengers with an effi-
cient, modern and customer friendly experience that is fit for a sustainable future.

Our journey to improving our service and connectivity for the millions of 
passengers who use the airport every year means becoming one of the most  
environmentally efficient terminals in the UK. We are committed to a target of  
net zero emissions from our operations on the ground by 2023. 

At Leeds Bradford Airport, we take our environmental responsibilities very 
seriously.  We have already achieved a 45 per cent reduction in carbon emissions 
over the last five years, whilst our passenger numbers have increased   
by 24 per cent.  

Our certification to the International Standard for Environment Management  
Systems (ISO14001) for the past 15 years also demonstrates our commitment  
to continual improvements and high environmental standards. 

The next stage of our journey is to work towards eight new sustainability  
objectives that the development of the new terminal will be set around.   
We look forward to updating on our progress.

Hywel Rees, Chief Executive, Leeds Bradford Airport 
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SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

The new terminal will be fit for the future and classified as ‘excellent’ by the 
BREEAM sustainability standard. The standard is awarded only to the most 
environmentally efficient buildings internationally, which is something the people 
of Yorkshire can be proud of. The upgraded airport will use cutting-edge building 
design and construction, feature the latest environmentally efficient technologies 
and transition to electric vehicles. It will have a smaller footprint than the existing 
terminal, using less water, less energy and creating less waste.

It represents a shift change that supports and works in collaboration with the  
aviation sector to create a more sustainable future. While we won’t be growing 
any larger, we will be growing smarter and more sustainably.

We are also encouraging more staff at the airport to cycle to work, car share or 
use public transport, as well as working with transport providers to improve access  
to the airport.    

And our commitments don’t stop at our own emissions. We will be working with 
airlines to improve efficiency, to reduce delays and wasted fuel as well as bringing 
in incentives for the use of newer, more fuel-efficient aircraft.

These improvements and innovations represent a once in a generation   
opportunity to ensure that Leeds Bradford Airport is ready to meet its aspirations 
for customer service and environmental responsibilities into the 21st Century.

From the moment our passengers arrive, right through to their departure,  
we want to exceed expectations. 

WE ARE COMMITTING TO A   
TARGET OF NET ZERO EMISSIONS 
FROM OUR OPERATIONS ON THE 
GROUND BY 2023

“While we won’t be growing any 
larger, we will be growing smarter 

and more sustainably,” Hywel Rees, 
Chief Executive, Leeds Bradford 

Airport

Our progress to date
 
• Achieving Level 1 of 

the Airport Carbon 
Accreditation Scheme, 
which requires carbon 
footprint measurement.

• In the last 10 years we have reduced the 
number of air transport movements by 9%, 
while seeing a 46% increase in               
passenger numbers.

• We have reduced carbon emissions from our 
airport operations by 45% over the last 
five years.

• We have installed a free to use water     
fountain in our departure hall to discourage 
the use of single use plastics.
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ROADMAP TO NET 
ZERO CARBON AIRPORT

We are on a path to sustainable growth. 
We will start by mapping and measuring 
our carbon footprint, followed by reducing 
our emissions via electric charging stations 
and renewable energy. We will then move 
to offset any remaining emissions by the 
end of 2023 to achieve our net zero target.

Energy audit 
& action plan

Level 1 
Airport 
Accreditation

Level 2 
Airport 
Accreditation

Invest in electric 
fl eet/charging 
stations

Renewables 
study

Level 3 
Airport 
Accreditation

Energy 
targets

Offset any 
remaining 
emissions

Level 3+ 
Accreditation
Net Zero 
carbon airport

Stakeholder 
engagement

Upgraded 
low energy 
terminal

Renewable 
energy supply 
through 
Green Tariff

Renewables 
investment

Carbon 
footprint 
measurement

Footprint 
verifi cation
& reporting

2020

2021

2022

20232019

Level 1 Airport 
Accreditation:
Mapping 

Level 2 Airport 
Accreditation:
Reduction

Level 3 Airport 
Accreditation:
Optimisation

Level 3+ Airport 
Accreditation:
Neutrality
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CARBON STRATEGY: 
ROADMAP TO A NET ZERO CARBON AIRPORT 

The roadmap to achieving our target has the new airport building at its heart.  

Our BREEAM Excellent rated upgrade will go beyond the latest stringent  
environmental building requirements, deliver energy efficiency and no fossil 
fuels will be consumed to heat or provide hot water in the building. It allows us 
to adopt industry best practice in building design and construction, ensuring we 
can implement the latest environmental efficient technologies to cut water use, 
reduce waste and drive down energy consumption. 
 
But our commitment goes beyond the building, covering all carbon emissions  
we directly control, for example, our operational vehicles, as well as those we  
indirectly control but can influence, such as employee travel and third   
party operations. 

We will also be working with our airline partners and the aviation sector. The 
industry is already innovating and now more than ever the sector is committed 
to reducing its carbon emissions. We will be incentivising our airline partners to 
improve efficiency, to reduce delays and wasted fuel, as well as bringing in  
incentives to accelerate the take up of newer more fuel-efficient aircrafts and  
sustainable aviation fuels.  

Our ambition is to achieve the highest level of the Airports Council   
International’s recognised Airport Carbon Accreditation Scheme (ACAS) by 2023 
- a global standard for carbon management in the airport industry.

With this important journey already underway, we have achieved a 45 per cent  
reduction in carbon emissions over the last five years, whilst our passenger  
numbers have increased by 24 per cent, decoupling passenger growth from  
carbon growth.  We have invested heavily in energy efficiencies both in the  
existing terminal building and external areas, including a three-year project to 
replace all the runway approach lighting with LEDs.

WE, AND OTHER AIRPORTS,   
AREN’T ACTING ALONE TO   
REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS.  
THE UK AVIATION INDUSTRY IS 
COMMITTED TO ACHIEVING   
NET ZERO CARBON BY 2050.

Airlines operating from LBA, and across the 
world, are working hard to become more  
sustainable through the introduction of new  
aircraft and engine technology, sustainable  
aviation fuels and market-based policy   
measures, in particular, CORSIA (Carbon  
Offsetting & Reduction Scheme for   
International Aviation).
 
• KLM’s ambition is to reduce its total   

CO2 emissions by 15% by 2030   
compared to 2005. 

• EasyJet has pledged to offset all flights  
from November 2019.

• Virgin has committed to become   
net zero by 2050.

• British Airways’ parent company IAG  
has committed to offset all domestic  
flights from 1st January 2020, and   
become net zero by 2050.
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TRANSPORT

As part of our plans to transform Leeds Bradford Airport we are working with 
Leeds and Bradford City Councils to improve access by increasing the range of 
travel options available to our customers and staff. Improvements to customer 
access will cover a wide range of measures focusing on improved bus service  
connections and other sustainable travel options, with the intention of   
transitioning to low carbon alternatives across each mode of transport as  
soon as possible.

Train
Leeds City Council and the West Yorkshire Combined Authority are proposing to 
deliver a new rail station on the Harrogate line, to the north of Horsforth, known 
as LBA Parkway. They propose to link this station to the airport by a new road. We 
fully support LCC and WYCA in building a new train station.

Bus
Our plans include the creation of a new bus terminal next to the airport building 
with improved, more direct, bus services. All airport staff currently receive a  
50% discount to encourage travel on the airport bus services. We currently  
work to subsidise the connecting bus links to the airport and remain   
committed to working with our partners to introduce electric and hybrid   
vehicles along the route. 

Bicycle
We currently incentivise staff to cycle to work by offering a Cycle to Work scheme.  
We propose to encourage more staff to use a bicycle as a means of transport  
to/from the airport by offering improved bike storage areas and associated  
facilities to support cycling.

Car
We aim to mitigate against additional car traffic as far as possible. We are  
committing not to increase our car parking beyond existing levels unless  
absolutely necessary, as well as installing charging points for electric vehicles  
to incentivise their use and encouraging staff to cycle, car share or use   
public transport.
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OUR CURRENT WATER    
MANAGEMENT PROCESSES   
COVER BOTH CLEAN WATER    
CONSUMPTION AND    
PROTECTION OF THE AIRPORT’S 
NEARBY SURFACE WATER FEATURES  
INCLUDING YEADON TARN AND 
TRIBUTARIES OF THE RIVER AIRE.  

CLIMATE RESILIENCE

The changing climate has the potential to have an impact on the airport in years 
to come.  We are therefore committed to putting measures in place to adapt to 
potential water stresses associated with hotter, drier summers, along with  
potential impacts on our surface water drainage, as a result of more frequent 
extreme weather events.

Our current water management processes cover both clean water consumption 
and protection of the airport’s nearby surface water features including Yeadon 
Tarn and tributaries of the River Aire.  

We are very proud of the robust systems we have in place to minimise the risk of 
any pollution from airport activities entering the water environment and of those 
efficiencies put in place to reduce our clean water consumption.

Among the measures introduced, we have installed flow saver taps in all   
washrooms in the existing terminal, which will significantly reduce clean water 
consumption.

In terms of our surface water drainage, we have regular visits from the   
Environment Agency and remain fully compliant with our environmental permits.  
We also engage with our airline partners and handlers to ensure minimal use of 
de-icing chemicals by applying an environmental charge associated with its use.

Future commitments

• Ensure we continue to maintain full compliance with water quality limits set  
by the Environment Agency.

• Engage with staff and all on-site airport partners to minimise clean   
water consumption.  

• Develop challenging water reduction targets.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Air Quality
Leeds Bradford Airport is committed to protecting the environment and we are 
continually monitoring air quality and seeking to reduce emissions from airport 
operations. Air quality can be affected by air pollutants associated with airport 
activities such as ground equipment, vehicles, aircraft operations and emergency 
generators.

We have been certified to the International Standard for Environmental   
Management Systems ISO14001 since 2005 and are independently audited twice 
a year to maintain our certification. This helps us to identify the potential  
environmental impacts resulting from our operations, how to manage these to 
minimise our impact and make continual improvements.

We have been monitoring air quality both inside and outside the airport boundary 
since the mid-1990s, measuring levels of NO2 (nitrogen dioxide). The results 
reveal we have continually maintained NO2 levels well below the required  
national air quality standards. 

Incentivising the use of electric vehicles is part of our environmental commitment 
and currently customers with electric cars can use the express drop off car park 
on the terminal front, free of charge. We also have plans in place to develop 
infrastructure to facilitate electric vehicles, install fixed electrical ground power for 
aircraft and implement airport vehicle replacement programmes with Electric  
Vehicle (EV) alternatives.

We continue to work with our airline partners to improve efficiency, including  
encouraging them to taxi in and out on fewer engines, as well as bringing in  
incentives for the use of newer more fuel-efficient aircraft.

LBA HAS A MINIMUM ANNUAL 
AVERAGE OF 10µg/m³ NO2 AND 
MAXIMUM ANNUAL AVERAGE OF 
20µg/m³ NO2 MEASURED ACROSS 
7 LOCATIONS.

THE MAXIMUM MEASURED 
ANNUAL AVERAGE IS 50% LOWER 
THAN THE NATIONAL AIR QUALITY 
STANDARD, WHICH STATES NO2 
SHOULD NOT EXCEED 40µg/m³ 
NO2
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Noise
At Leeds Bradford Airport we’re very aware of the impact aircraft noise can have 
on those living under our flight paths and near our site. That’s why we work hard 
to monitor and mitigate the levels of noise made wherever possible. Where noise 
can be directly controlled, we endeavour to do so, and this commitment forms an 
important part of our Environmental Policy. 
 
We are committed to going beyond our regulatory requirements. In 2018,  
and with the assistance of Leeds City Council, we provided the village of   
Burley-in-Wharfedale with their very own noise monitor, allowing an improved  
and transparent understanding of noise exposure levels.
 
Over recent years, we have seen a significant advancement in aircraft technology, 
which has resulted in quieter more efficient aircraft in operation at LBA today.
 
The aviation industry continues to put the environment at the forefront of  
technological developments.  The Ultrafan engine, for example, will be 25%  
more fuel efficient than its predecessors, resulting in lower emissions and   
producing a slower jet of air, meaning less noise too.   

Future commitments
 
• Annual reporting on noise performance along with the forecasts.
• Review of target noise levels at the monitoring terminals.

OUR AIM IS TO BE RECOGNISED  
AS A PIONEERING ORGANISATION 
FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND 
CONTROL OF NOISE AMONG   
COMPARABLE AIRPORTS

We work to minimise as far as reasonably 
practicable the effects and disturbance of noise 
from aircraft and airport operations.

Our Noise Action Plan (2019 – 2023),   
reviewed on a 5-yearly basis in accordance with 
Regulations, is available to download on our 
website: https://www.leedsbradfordairport.
co.uk/help/faqs/noise/noise-action-plan

The last five years: 
 
•  97% compliance with our Noise   

Preferential Route. This is the defined  
route aircraft must take on departure that 

directs them over the least populated areas.

•  Less than 0.2% of LBA’s flights   
exceeded the Maximum Permitted Noise 
Levels defined in our existing planning  
consent for aircraft departures and arrivals.
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY

We understand the pressure being put on the earth’s natural resources, with  
increased consumption and its resulting waste, and we take this seriously.  

Generating over 700 tonnes of waste per year, we have an important role to  
play. That’s why we continue to explore all opportunities for a circular economy 
- keeping resources in use for as long as possible, extracting the maximum  
value from them whilst in use, then recovering and regenerating products  
and materials at the end of each service. We aim to eliminate waste as far as   
reasonably achievable.   

We have achieved an 18 per cent reduction in total waste generated per  
passenger over the last 5 years. Approximately 96 per cent of waste is recovered 
or recycled.  Additionally, we use a waste management facility that is the closest 
to the airport to optimise our waste management and minimise the number of 
journeys made to and from the airport. 

Future commitments

• Establish a sustainable supply chain strategy.
• Engage with all airport partners including concessions, airlines and handlers 

to phase out single use plastics on the airport site.
• Install water fountains in the new terminal to allow and encourage passengers 

to refill reusable water bottles.
• Significantly reduce the number of single-use coffee cups used in the terminal 

by strongly promoting and incentivising the usage of reusable coffee cups to 
both staff and passengers.

AN 18% REDUCTION IN 
TOTAL WASTE GENERATED PER
PASSENGER OVER LAST FIVE YEARS

AROUND 96%  OF WASTE IS   
RECOVERED OR RECYCLED
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HEALTH & WELLBEING

Having healthy, happy staff and passengers is of the utmost importance to us.  
Not only is it good for LBA, it also has far reaching benefits for wider society. 
As such, we’re taking steps to actively promote heath & wellbeing by:

• Developing rewards and initiatives for healthy lifestyle and travel,   
aimed at staff.

• Creating flexible passenger environments – sharing knowledge/circulation 
spaces, incorporating quiet areas and a prayer room.

• Promoting public art at our airport to encourage community engagement.
• Holding one human trafficking awareness campaign per annum.

We want to be at the cutting edge of airport wellbeing for the benefit of staff and 
passengers and so we are exploring a number of additional initiatives, including 
the increase of healthy eating options in restaurants and lounges, better, more  
intuitive and stress free wayfinding through the new terminal building, calming 
and modern interior design and increased support for passengers that need it.
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REGIONAL ECONOMY

LBA has an important role to play in supporting economic growth in the region 
through improved connectivity. Increased productivity is aided by the role that 
the airport plays in connecting businesses and people with investors, clients 
and customers in cities across Europe and further afield and LBA takes this 
responsibility seriously.

The airport’s economic impact in 2019 was estimated at £492m, supporting 9,140 
jobs. The North of England is a powerhouse for industry, manufacturing and 
technology, all of which need aviation to thrive and work towards a sustainable 
future. 

As part of our new terminal development, we’re looking at a variety of diverse  
initiatives to accelerate us towards this sustainable economic future. LBA will:

• Prepare a new Employment & Training strategy, including the establishment 
of an LBA Academy that will focus on developing careers via apprenticeships 
and offering quality work experience.

• Commit to introducing a returners programme, which aims to support 
individuals re-entering the workplace.

• Focus on recruiting a local workforce, with new job creation to be targeted 
within 10 miles of the airport.

• Develop a Skills and Employment Plan with the aim of providing opportunities 
for local residents, particularly young people.
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OUR VISION

Like the city of Leeds, we’re ambitious, 
sustainably minded and aspirational.
 
Our vision is to serve our region as a  
truly outstanding airport and to   
profoundly change the perception and 
reality of customer experience for  
passengers. To do this we need a terminal 
that meets the needs of the future in  
passenger flow and energy efficiency. 
 
If given planning consent, the terminal 
will be built on a separate site within the 
airport’s existing boundary, allowing  
operations to continue without disruption.
 
We’re confident that our vision will deliver 
an airport building that is better placed   
to meet our environmental ambitions,  
support our region’s economic growth  
and become one that Yorkshire can be 
proud of.

EXISTING
TERMINAL



GLOSSARY

Carbon neutral 
Carbon neutral typically refers to carbon emission reduction in the short and  
medium term. Emissions can be reduced through policy and technological 
change, with remaining carbon emissions being ‘offset’, often through the  
purchase of carbon offset credits. 

Net zero
The maximum feasible emission reductions of carbon have been made, and any 
residual emissions are counterbalanced by an equal volume of carbon removals. 

Offsetting
A carbon offset is a reduction in emissions of carbon dioxide made in order to 
compensate for emissions made elsewhere. This can include paying companies  
to plant trees to remove carbon from the atmosphere. 

Zero carbon 
The end of the fossil fuel era. All energy is produced via non-polluting   
renewable sources.
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