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Members Present: 
 

Mr M Goodwin Chairman 
Mr M Dobson Deputy Chairman 

Mr B Dunsby Harrogate Chamber of Trade and Commerce  

Mr J Howard Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council 
Ms H Ruane Airport Support Group 
Cllr I Greenberg Yorkshire Local Council’s Association – Leeds Branch 
Cllr Gill Dixon Baildon Town Council 
M Hughes Horsforth End of Runway Representative 

 Mr A Elsegood Menston Neighbourhood Forum & Community Association 
Cllr P Robinson Otley Town Council 
Mr K Cothliff Aireborough Neighbourhood Forum 
Cllr P Wadsworth Leeds City Council 
Cllr Pauleen Grahame Leeds City Council 
Cllr C Trotter North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr Colin Campbell Local Resident Representative – Yeadon 
Mr P Bonsall NWLTF (observer) 
Ms H Pickering NWLTF (observer) 
Mr R Bedford Trades Union 
Cllr J Whiteley Burley in Wharfedale Parish Council 
B Felstaed Burley in Wharfedate Parish Council 
 

 

Members Apologies: 

 
Cllr H Lee Pool in Wharfedale Parish Council 

 Mr N Fawcett Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Leeds Branch 
Cllr Alex Ross-Shaw Bradford Council 

 
Airport Officers Present: 

 
Hywel Rees Chief Executive Officer 
Simon Whitby Operations Director 
John Cunliffe Aviation & Commercial Director 
Charles Johnson Head of Planning Development 
Tracey Stevenson Environmental Manager 
Richard Floyd Senior Air Traffic Controller 
Nadine Hirst Executive Assistant to CEO (Minute Taker) 
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2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The March 2019 minutes had already been circulated and requested amendments already 
incorporated. Further amendments were:  

 

Cllr I Greenberg was not present at the March meeting and gave his apologies.  

Cllr P Wadsworth was also not present at the March meeting.  

 

3. New CEO Introduction 

Hywel Rees welcomed all to the meeting and gave a brief overview of his career to date. Advised that 
one of his priorities was to improve service to all stakeholders and customers.  

 

Q. Alan Elsegood – Are your policies going to deviate from those imposed 12 months ago? 

A. No plans to change any of these at the moment. 

 

Q. Penny Robinson – With the arrival of larger jets coming into LBA – how are the carbon emissions 
going to be affected.  

A. As aircrafts change, the construction of engines also change and improves and this improves the 
carbon emissions and aircraft become more efficient.  

 

Q. Paul Wadsworth – What are the ambitions for different aircraft at LBA? 

A. LBA needs more domestic and business flights and we are already in talks on new arrangements and 
new variety of aircraft. 

 

Q. Richard Bedford – Are there any plans for measuring the air quality within the airport for airport staff? 

A. This will be looked into as part of the terminal redevelopment plans. 

 

Q. Heather Ruane – Do you see any answer to Manchester taking all the traffic from LBA. Turkish airlines 
& Pegasus are now flying into Manchester – Can LBA not get these? 

A. It’s all about the product we offer. The trick is to make sure we have the product that airlines want to 
use and at the moment, we don’t have something that we can offer but we are looking at this.  

 

Q. John Howard – What do you think the role of the ACC is? 

A. The answer is what do you want it to be? It has to be a forum for you to examine me and my staff but 
it has to have a balance of give & take.  

 

Q. Gill Dixon – Any plans to reduce plastics etc.? 

A. We do care about the environment as much as you and we are currently securing recertification for 
ISO14001. We also take part in the GRESB initiative.  

 

Q. Ken Cothliff – any potential to incorporate air freight? 

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Pauleen Grahame – sometimes leave these meetings no wiser on any of LBA plans. 

A. When we are in a position to update you on future plans, we will of course, share these with you. 

 

 

 



Consultative Committee 

Chairman: Michael Goodwin 

c/o Business Administration Team ¦ Leeds Bradford Airport 

Leeds ¦ West Yorkshire ¦ LS19 7TU 

Tel 0871 288 2288*call charges apply 

Fax 0113 250 5426 

 

 

 

Q. Ian Greenberg – I believe LBA have a high staff turnover – is there an underlying staff problem? 

A. We currently have a number of posts unfulfilled. Airports are typically happy places to work although 
I believe there are aspects of staff moral which can be improved but which need a long period of 
investment  

 

Q. Gill Dixon – I’m surprised at the state of the Media Centre – e.g. cigarette butts and trash directly 
outside. 

A. This is something I’m keen to look at quite quickly e.g. car parks and general cleanliness need attention 
throughout all of LBA 

 

Q. Brian Dunsby - Do you take the time to look at the Yorkshire Post as there are columns full of 
complaints? 

A. I do every day. We do have a PR agency in Leeds City Centre handling and monitoring all of our social 
media presence. 

 

4. Airspace Change Update 

Simon Whitby advised that the proposal had been knocked back by the CAA and that LBA were very 
disappointed as we asked the CAA advice every step of the way. 

 

Q. Did the CAA advise how many objections were received? 

A. 370 objections from 445 consultation responses. 

 

Q. Jackie Whiteley – are there any grounds to take this to a judicial review? 

A. We have no plans to do this. We need to move forward and understand what we need to do next. 

 

Q. Does consulting with CAA not give lessons – i.e. don’t talk to them during the process, but at the 
end? 

A. It is better to have ongoing dialogue with them. 

 

Q. Alan Elsegood – Will it be more interactive in future? 

A. We need your support and will do it with you. 

 

Q. Heather Ruane – Has this affected other airports at all? 

A. We believe it affected Farnborough who are taking it to judicial review and Exeter were also 
rejected. 

 

Q. Brian Dunsby – We seemed to start the process a lot quicker than others – did we lose pace on it 
and this was then the problem? 

A. No, not at all. 

 

5. Route Development 

John Cunliffe LBA introduced himself to the group. He advised that it is a challenging market at the 
moment but 2019 brings new Jet2 routes and new Iceland flights. We do have additional capacity on 2 
operators which we’re hoping will be ready for announcement at the next ACC meeting. LBA are talking 
to a number of airlines at the moment who do see the economic benefit to LBA. At the moment, we are 
leaking 7m passengers a year to other airports.  
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Q. Heather Ruane - Is Newquay planned to be reinstated this year? 

A. We are in discussions with the airline and it is the plan of LBA to have this.  

 

Q. Ken Cothliff – Any plans to reinstate Middle East / Asia flights? 

A. We are looking at this and have had a number of meetings and we are engaged with airlines on this.  

 

Q. Any traction on the BA route to LBA? 

A. Their schedule is stable at the moment but we are in talks with them about it. 

 

Brian Dunsby stated that Heathrow / LBA flights are vital and with the new Azzuma trains now running 
we have to do something. John Cunliffe agreed and reiterated that LBA are in talks with BA. 

 

Q. Are there any trans-atlantic plans? 

A. We are looking at direct flights from LBA and these are on our list. 

 

Q. Gill Dixon – Jet2 currently offer return flights to New York around Christmas but why so few and why 
is it not possible to book one leg? 

A. This is a seasonal route but it does show there is a market for it and this is something we are hoping 
to strengthen.  

 

Q. There is currently no Scotland service at all – what is being done about replacing these? 

A. We are talking to operators about this. 

 

Q. Heather Ruane – going back to the New York service – Jet2 are taking 757’s out of LBA. Can we 
have assurance this is going to continue? 

A. No – unfortunately this is with the airline to decide.  

 

Q. Ken Cothliff - Does the airport have any thoughts of alcohol sales early in the morning?  

A. Whilst we obviously do not support irresponsible drinking, we do not have plans to restrict or restrain 
the customer choice. The bar staff are trained are aware of the legal requirements on age and serving 
intoxicated customers. 

 

6. Noise and Track Keeping 

Tracey Stevenson gave a brief overview of the tabled report.  

 

Q. Gill Dixon – You supply the noise levels for Menston and Horsforth but how would we know what the 
levels are for Baildon? 

A. We are required to monitor the noise levels up to 4000ft and Baildon is at 5000 so we don’t monitor 
and aren’t required to monitor at Baildon. 

 

Q. Gill Dixon – Is the route still changing to fly over Baildon village? 

A. No, this isn’t planned now.  

 

Q. Gill Dixon – is there any potential for monitoring the noise levels in Baildon/ 

A. No, we don’t have any spare monitors 
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Q. Jackie Whiteley – the noise level monitors were not working for a few months – are these back on 
now? 

A. Yes, the monitors were down in February and May but they are now back up and we are now getting 
data. 

 

7. Any other Business / Q&A 

 

Martin Hughes – feedback – Took a trip to Prague on June 6th and he found the following: - 

 

 Jet2 – good / exceptional on all questions on their survey 

 Security was not so good. Was stood for over 40 minutes and there was a lot of confusion over 
what needed to be done with shoes / belts & plastic bags for liquids. It doesn’t state anywhere that 
passengers are only allowed 1 plastic bag for liquids – this is too time consuming and more 
information is needed before people arrive in and try to negotiate their way through Security. 

 Border control and baggage reclaim was excellent. 

 

Q. Heather Ruane – We used to get month on month passenger figures – is this something we can 
have please? 

A. Yes we can do this – Simon Whitby to speak with John Cunliffe 

 

Q. Can we please have an update in Terminal extension? 

A. We are at the end of RIBA Stage 4 designs and are looking at the modelling to see if it works. LBA 
CEO is looking at the whole project and once happy, will be going out to tender.  

 

Q. What is the new completion date for the Terminal Extension? 

A. We don’t have one at the moment. It is going to be some time. 

 

Q. Any progress on rail station / surface access to LBA? 

A. Nothing over and above what was reported at the last meeting. 

 

Mr Goodwin stated that the distribution and members list needs updating. Charles Johnson to look at 
this. 

 

Q. Is the new airfield lighting update scheme now completed? 

A. Yes we have done a complete re-wiring from the 1960s’ work and installed new LED lights. We will 
see huge energy savings from these and we’re hopeful that the new LED lights will aid landing in fog / 
bad weather as they are easier to see for the pilots. 

 

Q. There is a new GA operator – have they been invited to join the ACC? 

A. No, but ACC Vice Chairman, Mr Dobson is involved in some of the committees anyway. 

 

Mr Goodwin thanked all for attending and closed the meeting.  
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Meeting Dates for 2019; 

 

Wednesday 18th September – 14:00 

Wednesday 11th December – 10:00 


