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Minutes of the Consultative Committee Meeting held via 

Microsoft Teams 

Wednesday 9 June 

 

 

 

Members Present: 

Philip Boyes  TUC 
Mr B Dunsby  Harrogate Chamber of Trade and Commerce 
Cllr Gill Dixon  Baildon Town Council 
Cllr Pauleen Grahame Leeds City Council 
Cllr J Howard  Bramhope & Carlton Parish Council 
Mr M Hughes  Horsforth End of Runway Representative 
Ms H Ruane  Airport Support Group 
Cllr C Trotter  North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr P Wadsworth Leeds City Council 

     
Members Apologies: 

  Marilyn Banisters Menston Parish Council 
Cllr Colin Campbell Local Resident Representative – Yeadon 
Cllr B Felstead  Burley in Wharfedale Parish Council  
Cllr P Robinson  Otley Town Council 
 

Airport Officers Present: 

  Vincent Hodder  Chief Executive Officer 
Damian Ives  Operations Director 

  John Cunliffe  Aviation & Commercial Director 
  Charles Johnson Head of Planning Development 
  Richard Duncan  Head of Airfield Services 
  Andrew Snowdon Engineering Project Manager 
  Rachel Hawkes  Executive Assistant (Minute Taker) 

 
 

1. Welcome & Apologies 
 
As we currently do not have a Chairperson, Charles Johnson declared the meeting open.  
 
Apologies have been received from Cllr Colin Campbell and Cllr Bob Felstead. Marilyn Banisters and 
Cllr Penny Robinson provided apologies during the meeting due to other meetings over running and 
technical difficulties in dialling in. 

1.  
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2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The February minutes had been circulated ahead of the meeting and were approved at the meeting. 
 
3. Organisational Announcements  

 
Charles Johnson advised the committee of a recent organisational change. During the last year we 
have had an Interim Chief Financial Officer in post. We are pleased to report that we have now recruited 
a permanent head into the role of Chief Financial Officer, Alex Tong who joined LBA on Monday 7 June.  
 
Charles Johnson notified the committee that Alan Elsegood had taken the decision to step down as a 
member of the ACC, Marilyn Banisters will represent Menston Parish Council going forward.   
 
4. CEO Address & Replacement Terminal Update 

 
Vincent Hodder welcomed all to today’s ACC. LBA has seen a growth in passenger numbers over the 
past couple of months, 4700 passengers travelled through LBA during May.  
 

 Ryanair resumed operations on the 17 May and have added additional flights to Portugal.  

 Jet2 were due to recommence operations on the 23 June however, following the latest 
government advice and the removal of Portugal from the green list, the restart date has been 
delayed until the 1 July.  

 KLM continues to operate and increase their schedules. 
 
On the terminal replacement application, a decision on whether the application is to be called in still 
rests with the Secretary of State. We are not aware of when a decision will be made but it could be a 
while before any clarity is provided.  
 
Vincent has recently reached out to GALBA to offer the opportunity to meet with them and to understand 
their views.  
 
Q. Heather Ruane – How is the Newquay route doing with Eastern? The previous Newquay route with 
Flybe was operated on an 80 seat turbo, the new route is now operated on a 29 seat Jetstream, can 
the aircraft be upgraded? 
A. VH - I agree, the Jetstream is too small for that route, Eastern are considering our request for a larger 
aircraft. 
 
5. Business Update 
 
Following on from Vincent’s business update, John shared the total number of passengers that have 
travelled through LBA each month since April 2020.  
 
Some airlines are slowly restarting operations, however schedules are very fluid as airlines are only 
working 2-4 weeks in advance. 
 
We are not currently seeing much variance on load factor between green and amber countries. The 
only red country served by LBA is Turkey, however, as LBA is not a recognised airport to allow 
passengers to travel from red countries, it is not currently being served.    
 
The lounges are likely to reopen in line with the Jet2 restart on the 1 July and Greggs will be returning 
as a landside concessionaire on the 21 June.   
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6. Election of a new Chairperson 
 
A copy mandate was shared ahead of the meeting.  
 
Interviews took place on 26th May with Vincent Hodder, Charles Johnson, Malcom Dobson and 3 very 
strong candidates.  
 
Each candidate scored highly at interview and would each have brought something different to the role 
of Chairperson of the ACC. A unanimous decision was reached on Alan Wrigley however, who showed 
all the attributes that LBA believe was required as a Chairperson. Alan lives in York and has been a 
local magistrate for 26 years and has held various Chairperson positions.  
 
Alan demonstrated a clear understanding of the issues facing local communities and the noise issues 
within Burley-in-Wharfedale and Menston. Quite crucially, Alan does not have any sectorial interest in 
any local groups that would be seen to biased his opinion.  
 
Charles Johnson asked if there were any concerns from the ACC in offering the position of Chairperson 
to Alan Wrigley on a 3 year basis, after which a view can be taken whether to extend this further.  
 
Q. Heather Ruane – Based on what you have described, Alan sounds the perfect candidate, such a 
wide range of past experience and abilities, he is a good choice to me.  
A. CJ - We could have offered the position to any of the 3 candidates we interviewed, they were all 
strong. Alan showed great passion in wanting to support everything the ACC represents.    
 
Q. Cllr John Howard – What sector is Alan’s background? 
A. CJ - Alan has experience in working within the marketing and communications sectors and has an 
extensive background in aviation. 
 
The ACC agreed with the appointment of Alan Wrigley as the new Chairperson, with a view to chairing 
his first face to face meeting in September.  
 
7. CAA Inspection & Airfield Operations – Richard Duncan 
 
Richard Duncan, Head of Airfield Services, joined the ACC to give an update on Airfield Operations.  
 
Richard shared a presentation of some of the initiatives that have been performed over the last 6 months 
to ensure that LBA ID pass holders are prepared to return to work.  
 
This included; 

- The production of training videos 
- A full day onsite training course for all LBA staff 
- Airfield driving refresh courses  

 
Over a 10 week period, 849 courses were delivered to LBA staff and business partners.  
 
One of the main concerns over the last 12 months has been wildlife control. Aircraft movement is a 
natural bird deterrent so with minimal aircraft movements, the airfield becomes very attractive to birds. 
Therefore, it is essential that habitat management is maintained.  
 
The CAA have been visiting all UK airports to carry out assurance visits. LBA welcomed the CAA to site 
in May and we are pleased to have received excellent feedback following the visit.  
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8. Andrew Snowdon – Project Manager 
 
Andrew Snowden, Engineering Project Manager, joined the ACC to provide an update on engineering 
projects that have taken place on site. 
 
A number of projects have been carried out during 2020/2021, these included: 

- New Jet2 ticket desk in Hall B to allow more room for self-check in kiosks. 
- To allow space for the Jet2 ticket desk, Ritazza has moved to a new location opposite Travelex.  
- Taxiway monitoring and repairs where necessary have taken place. 

 
9. AOB 
 
Q. Cllr John Howard – I have received some queries from residents about UK Border Force and to 
what level they are trained. This is on the back of people being treated poorly at immigration in 
Heathrow.  
A. VH – we are not aware of any of these issues here at LBA, and no reports have been received 
regarding concerns about how passengers have been treated. Having travelled through boarders, I 
have witnessed issues elsewhere. We are directly engaged with UK Border Force and while they are 
facing staff reductions, they have committed to allocating as many staff as possible to reduce delays.  
 
Q. Brian Dunsby – Is there an update on the Parkway Station 
A. CJ - Work is still pressing ahead with the new train station, a number of surveys have been carried 
out on the line. In terms of time, I would expect it to be approx. 2025. 
 
 
Meeting Dates for 2021; 
 
9th September 2021 – 14.00 
8th December 2021 – 14.00 
 
 
 


